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Dams protected Columbia River from negative impacts
of climate change
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This is a study that anti-dam organizations won't tell you about. Because it weakens most
of their critics portraying dams as powerful agents of river destruction.

That study suggests on the contrary that large dams provide “ecological and engineering
resilience” to climate change in the Columbia River basin.

The Canadian journal Aimosphefe—Ocean' published a special issue on the Columbia
River Basin. One of the articles looked at the effects of climate warming on stream flow in
the headwaters and downstream reaches of seven sub-basins of the Columbia River from
1950 to 2010. Climate change is widely expected to alter stream flow and potentially
disrupt water management systems.
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The World Register of Dams (WRD) has been created by ICOLD in 1958 and is
maintained ever since. It is due to the work of the Technical Committee for the Register
(see Acknowledgments) you can find a synthesis of the main findings of the WRD.
together with some of the statistics it permitted. The way to use the data basis is
presented here. You can also find the history of the WRD. its creation and the
transformations it endured. To search the WRD, you need an access code, which can be
bought here.

The WRD is the best available data basis on dams in the world and we are constantly
striving to better it. But it is relying exclusively on the data furnished by ICOLD National
Committees. We therefore cannot ensure its perfection. ICOLD cannot be held
responsible for any problem arising from incomplete or incorrect data.
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